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HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL OR MATERIAL 

IDENTIFICATION L A B E L  

BLUE INDICATES HEALTH 

RED - t I F IRE  - 
YELLOW 1 4  STABILITY 

THE NUMBERS INDICATE 

THE DEGREE OF 

EXX!?.'S~f "iXIIVABLI: undrrgo chemical change 
Finsh point at or to ordinary or elevated 
below 20°1'. peratures and pressures. 

iight or artifrclei 
bsorption or destruction .ht, or capable of deton- 
3f skin o r  mcousrembrsne ion under confinement. 

lease of al~niflcnnt 

contact msy produce ties of energy and/or 

1nflu.ma:ori. or aller- 
act with organic rat- 

gic reaction. 
s u c h  as ~nwdustcioth 
etc. to cause fires. 

!4o unusual :hazard. ?lash point - none. Normslly stable. 

Everyday exposure to material l~azards, 
partic~llarly chemical hazards, are in- 
creasingly a part of everyone's job. 
Many materials in common use offer 
little danger hut still are not to lx lightly 
treated. Several years ago, we a t  Tek- 
tronix set 1112 an  in-plant chemical 
safety program that has as an  objective 
positive identification and labeling of 
the specific degree and classification of 
chemical hazard. T o  this end, hazar- 
dous materials are lal~eled \ ~ i t h  a four 
color, diamond shaped tag. This tag 
includes the chemical or trade name in 
a x.hite area near the l~ottom. The  other 
three colors, l~ lue ,  red, and yello~v, each 
represent a specific area of safety con- 
cern. Blue, for example, represents 
toxicity-a health hazard. Red repre- 
sents flammability-the potential for 
fire. Yellow is assigned to reactivity or 
stal~ility \\hen exposed to common ma- 
terials such as \\.ater or common events 
such as jarring shocks. In each colored 
area a number from 0 through 4 has 
I m n  assigned, proportional to the d e ~ r e e  
of hazard. O represents a relatively 
harmless classification. Posters explain- 
ing the tag are displayed ~vherever 
people are likely to 11e working with 
chemicals. Today, that means almost 
every\vhere. 

I n  addition to the Hazardous Material 
Tag,  detailed infor~nation is made avail- 
able through a loose leaf, Chemical 
Safety Rook. One  edition contains data 
I~ased on reports from chemical manu- 
facturers, recognized reference texts, 

A conspicuous poster gives further in- 
formation to Tektronix employees about 
the Hazardous Material Label. 



This is a typical sheet from the Hazar- 
dous Material Safety Book. The brand 
name has been removed. 

and ~nedical advisors. (When \ve are 
uncertain as to the chemical contents of 
brand name items, \ve request details 
from our suppliers or make ortr olvn 
analysis.) This edition is used 11y those 
\vliose \\.ark exposes them to potential 
harm. An augmented edition of the 
Chemical Safety Book contains medi- 
cal treatment information l~eyond first 
aid. This edition is nvailal~le only to 
qualified medical personnel a t  our 
facilities. 
Thc  hazard lai~cl \x.e nse is an  adapra- 
tion of ;I lagging \ysteni origin:~ted 11y 
thc. Sational Fire P~.otc.c.tion ;\ssocia- 
lion. Thc  lalxl tle\.cloped by this g r o ~ ~ l ~  
is primarily I~asetl o n  liazards of materi- 
als in flanlc or cls~~oscd to hcal. 0 1 1 1 .  

adaptation attcnrpts to indicate hazards 
u n c h  "nor~nal" t1se conditions. 

\Ve are printing this information in 
TEKSCOI'E for its possible v a l ~ ~ e  to 
those i~nplementing safety practices in 
their organization. The  Chemical Safety 
Book nientioned is not urlailnble for dis- 
t r i h t i o n  since it represents some arbi- 
trary classifications of hazard levels 
I~ased on our judgments. 




