Hungarian Refugees Say English Language
Major Barrier to Successful Orientation

See Story on Page 1, also

The ¥nglish language, with
its difficult pronunciations, irreg-
ular verhs and homonyms, is
the major barrier Hungarians
must scale if they are to turn
their refugee saga inio an
American rhapsody.

Few of the 212 Hungavians who
fled the Communist terror and
arrived in Oregon laie last year

knew more than a few words of |
a sometimes difficult | Fe

Tonglish,
language even for native-born
Americans.

The refugees are going to night
school classes, receiving help
from fellow warkers and are
studying eagerly and sometimes
anxiously in their homes.

So formidable is this language
barrier, that it is difficult for
Americans to understand what,
it any, other problems are trou-
bling the newcomers.

Those who daily observe the
Hungarians at work, in the
schools and in social gatherings,
describe their progress and ad-
justment as excellent, even
though most have heen here
hardiy more than a moenth.

Twa Cases Contrasied

The most f{ortunate are those
who arrived with highly de-
veloped skills demanded hy
American business and industry.

Constrast, for example, Paul
Zergenyi wilth Bill Kirchberger.
Paul is an ex-MHungarian army
capiain who was wounded on the
Russian front in World War II
and had taken up farming. He
was ‘an activ: organizer of the
revolt last fall against the
Kremlin leadership.

Bill, also active in the opposi-
iion to the Russian regime, was
working as an electronics fech-
nician in a Hungarian radio tube
plant.

Both are employed at Tek-
lronix, Inc. Both have language
problems and both have demon-
strated ability, leadership and
ambition.

Paul Starts From Scralch

Paul has no particular elec-
tronics skill. He must start in an
unskilled :ioh, learning electron-
ics from the ground up. He is
skinning insulation off transform-
er leads, painting transformers
and working on simple connec-
tions.

Bill, on the other hand, is a
Jucky discovery for the Cedar
Hills comparty. Tektronix had
ordered a new tube sealing ma-
chine, and had no one on its
staff skilled in its operation un-
til Bill came along. 1~ Iun-
gary, Bill had operated a ma-
chine like the one Tektronix or-
dered. The machine was even
built by the same American com-
pany.

Beiween these iwn extremes
are the more than 80 refugees
who have obtained jobs in Ore-
zon, covering a wide vange of
crafts and industries that had
openings for their particular tal-
ents.

An added asset is the allitinde
of the American workers, who
seem anxious to help the Hun-
garians succeed. This is also re-
flecied in (he schools, where fel-
low students have enfolded the
chiidren of refugees and refugee
children fthose without parents
in the I, S.) into their social and
athletic circles.

There is the case of the three
teen-age Hungarians  attending
Oswego high school, boys who
ran away from home to escape
communism and came alone to
America, virtually hitch-hiking
to Oregon.

These three. John Racz, 17, Jo-
ceph Schlepp. 16, and Steve Harf-
man, 16, are the products of the
post-war Communist educational
sysiem, which stressed philo-
sophical indoctrination favorable
to Moscow and the Coemmu-
nists.

Teachers wha have observed
the three boys report that the
Communist effort was a dismal
failure.

“They laughed at the efforts
of Russians to pgopagandize, and
refuse tn speak ihe Russian lan-
guage, even though they were
farced to study it: for four years,”
a teacher reporied.

When asked by fellow students
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to “speak Russian,” the three
Oswego lads “don’t know a word
of it,” a tcacher said.

‘Selling’ Brings Suspicion

But suspicion and mistrust of
Russian propaganda have made
them equally mistrustful of well-
meant efforts to “sell” them
American democracy.

“They can sce and feel the
freedom of the land, so they
trust what they can see and feel
far more than wha! they hear
or read,” an observant teacher
reported.

They resent being put in the
role of having either to ‘haie
or love" communism, refusing
to become cxtremists.

When the boys arrived about
a month ago, they were fearful
of school authoritics, hesitant
when a teacher or principal
called fhem from class. The
shadow of the police state and
the Prussianlike school disci-
plinc hung like a knouf over
them and they were suspicious
of the carrotlike temptations of
the American school system.

This fear is disappearing.
[ What remains is a ‘‘correct man-
Iner” in dealing with adults.

They step aside in doorways,
listen when spoken to and as-
sume an altitude of respect for
adults that is in vasf contrast
to their Anmerican schoolmates.

During their years in Hunga-
ry, the boys attended schools
six days a week, ninc hours a
day. They worked after school,
quit. formal training about twe
vears ago, and have since
worked in industrial jobs.

Oswego teachers are not vet
ceriain what class they will be
assigned- 1o once 1hey have
learned 1o study and learn in
English. But it will probably be
the junior year. These hoys are
proficient in mathematics, hav-
ing learned the equivalent of
two years of algebra and some
trigonometry.

Al! three use the English ver-
sion of their Hungarian given
names. Janos Racz has become
John; -Jozsef Schlepp has be-
come Joseph, or Joe, and TIst-
van Hartman, Steve Hartman.

Jonn lives with Mr. and Mrs.
Richard H. Allender, 540 S. Stdte
street, and rooms with one of
their five children, who is also
1amed John. He is 10 years old.
To avoid confusion, the Allen-
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Bill Kirchherger, employed as s tube sealer at Tektronix worked at similar job in Hungary
and is a skitlled worker. He has alrerdy operated a new machine firm intends to purchase.
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Panl Zergenyi, ex-captain in. the Hungarlan army who helped organize resistance against the
Russians, has no electronics skill, must learn technical work from the hottom.

ders call their new Jobn by his
Hungarian name of Janos.

Reeently the oldest Allender
son, Richard, 16, was appointed
a senate page by Senalor Rich-
ard L. Neuberger and left [or
Washington, 1. C. So the new
John brings the total of the fam-
ily children 1o five again.

Adjustment Typical

John's adjustment {o the Al-
Jender home appears typical.
He helps with the housework.
keeps his room mneat and clean
and takes part in the family so-
ciai life.

Television {ascinales the Hum
garian boy. Although he is un-
able to understand much of ihe
dialogue, he gets an American
boy's pleasure and exciternent
out of waiching cowboy stars.

Joseph Schlepp lives with the
David Kings at 13150 S. W. Riv-
erside drive and Steve Hartman
lives with Gene Matsies of 13000
Riverside drive.

The three boys who had come
so far frorn home did not want
fo bhe separated, but they un-
derstood that it was necessary
and now don't seem to mind.



