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Donald Alvey

ON ALVEY, businessman and
long term Guernsey resident,
has died aged 93.
Don first moved to Guernsey
in 1959 to help establish the
European base for Tektronix,
the world’s leading scientific electronic
measurement instrument manufacturer
— this eventually became the largest
private sector employer on the island. In
1968, he married Guernsey-born Diana
Gaskin, cementing his connection to the
island, and later became a non-executive
director of Guernsey Press.
He was highly respected throughout
his life, known for his consensual,
non-hierarchical management style:
he believed in giving people a task
or responsibility and leaving them
to complete it without interference.
This carried through to his private life
where he never attempted to dominate
proceedings or ‘pull rank’, and was
always a valued guest/participant at any
social gathering.
The scientist in Don meant he had
incisive analytical skills, and could
cut through to the crux of an idea or
concept. He was able to appreciate
differing opinions and views, and
inclusive in his approach to everyone,
appreciating diversity wherever he
found it.
His philosophy was that everyone
should enjoy themselves — ‘are we
having fun yet?’ was a familiar refrain
of his. He was a generous man, and
supported many charities such as the
RNLI and World Wildlife Fund, as well
as many smaller local good causes.

‘The scientist in Don
meant he had incisive
analytical skills, and could
cut through to the crux
of an idea or concept. He
was able to appreciate
differing opinions and
views, and inclusive in
his approach to everyone,
appreciating diversity
wherever he found it.’

1926 in Ossett, West Yorkshire. He

graduated from Leeds University
in 1945 with a BSc (Hons) degree in
Electrical Engineering. He married
Barbara Tait in 1948, and the couple
moved down to London to take up jobs
with Philco where he worked for eight
years before moving to Livingston
Laboratories.
In 1958, they set off for America, driving
an open top MG across the States,
eventually ending up in Beaverton, (26807401)
near Portland, Oregon where he took a
post as field engineer with Tektronix.
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