TEK. DEMONSTRATION VEHICLE

Terry Barlow works for Tektronix Limited but his name is relatively
unknown to many people working at La Villiaze and Victoria Avenue,
Nevertheless Terry has a unique and interesting job at Tek, he is the
driver of the "Tek Bus", a demonstration unit that travels Europe show-
ing Tek products to a wide circle of potential customers.

It is the sort of job where the advantages are immediately apparent and
where the disadvantages are not so obvious, but first some facts and
figures on the 'bus itself,

It was built on a Mercedes chassis and the overall size is 1l metres
long, 3.3 metres high and 2.5 metres wide. Inside the 'bus is a full
range of Guernsey made Tektronix 'scopes, along with a Tektronix cal-
culator. There is also a swivelling passenger chair, a settee and

table, and a small sink, Heating and ventilation is self powered and
there is provision for coupling to an external electric supply to provide
hot water and operate a fridge.

Last year Terry covered approximately 12,500 miles on the continent but
this year it looks as though the mileage could be half as much again.
Approximately twenty European countries are visited including Yugoslavia
and some behind the Iron Curtain (for these countries some high performance
instruments are not shown). The demonstrations are arranged by Tek. Ltd.,
in conjunction with the local distributor and it is part of Terry's job

to ensure that the bus is at the right place at the right time.
Accompanying him on these trips is a Field Engineer who does the actual
demo. A demo typically lasts for eight weeks and at the end of this
period, the bus may be either brought back or garaged on the continent.

I asked Terry what was the most interesting part of his job and not
unnaturally he said it was meeting new people and seeing new places, but
he emphasized that the people and places he visits are not the ones we
would meet if we were on a holiday, this gives him a different slant on
countries that to us may project a completely different image. The
country he likes visiting most of all is Italy, because of its good food
and friendly people, and surprisingly (to all you Costa Brava fans) he
is not all that keen on Spain.

Terry's responsibilities on the Demo 'bus apart from driving, include
keeping it clean, organizing services, setting up and dismantling equip-
ment for exhibitions, completing documentations at a local level for
customs etc,, and security. Terry enjoys his job very much, but if any-
one was attracted to this type of work for its surface glamour and excite-
ment I don't thing they would be in it for very long. (What surface
glamour says Terry!)

Terry says that the demos and exhibitions are always very well received
and a lot of interest and goodwill is always generated.

After work Terry usually finds relaxation in a local cafe, restaurant or
whatever it happens to be called in that particular country, trying out
the local specialities. He is currently, however, learning to play the
guitar to while away the evenings. This came about after an impromptu
piece of guitar playing one evening by Field Engineer Norris MacMillan
in a Spanish Bar, which obviously impressed Terry considerably. An
additional requirement for future F.E.'s on the demo 'bus may well be,
"Must be able to play the castenets!"



